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None

Private; Single-engine Land

53

The  pilot said that he was practicing flight maneuvers between 500 to 1100 feet above ground level.  He said the fuel selector was on the
left  main  tank,  and  the  engine began to sputter.  He switched the fuel selector to the right main tank, but did not turn on the boost
pump.    All  attempts to restart the engine failed and he made a forced landing in a bean field, subsequently wrinkling the fuselage, and
bending  several bulkheads and the lower centerline spar carry through members.  An FAA inspector examined the accident aircraft and found
the  left  main  fuel  tank empty, the right main tank was approximately half full (about 11 gallons), and the auxiliary selector position
(two  10  gallon  tanks  feed  one position) with approximately 15 gallons of fuel.  The Pilot's Operating Handbook (POH) for the airplane
states  that  the engine air start procedure includes turning the auxiliary fuel pump on "until power is regained, then off."  A published
temporary  change  to  the POH states: The addition of a placard to the fuel selector to warn of the no-flow condition that exists between
the fuel selector detents. 
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Accident



Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
The  pilot's  failure  to follow published aircraft operating procedures, which resulted in a loss of engine power due to fuel starvation.
A contributing factor was the lack of suitable terrain for a forced landing.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         LOSS OF ENGINE POWER(TOTAL) - NONMECHANICAL
Phase of Operation:  MANEUVERING

Findings
     1.  (C) FLUID,FUEL - STARVATION
     2.  (C) PROCEDURES/DIRECTIVES - NOT FOLLOWED - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #2:         FORCED LANDING
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - EMERGENCY
----------

Occurrence #3:         ON GROUND/WATER ENCOUNTER WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  EMERGENCY DESCENT/LANDING

Findings
     3.  (F) TERRAIN CONDITION - NONE SUITABLE
     4.  TERRAIN CONDITION - PLOWED/FURROWED

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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